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ONTOLOGIES facilitate disparate data integration, dissemination and comparison for complex fields ot study. The Hgo Research Ontology developed in this
project will place Maine legacy Hg data in the context of the Hg biogeochemical cycle and linked to contextual characteristics of the observation settings.
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knowledge framework, and support broader data access.
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OUTCOMES

AS this research progresses, the Ho Research Ontology will support several key activities and goals, including: —

* Stakeholders, researchers, policy makers, and non-profits (lake associations, schools) will have an information ‘blueprint’ to support data collection and reporting. The ontology will incorporate data sourcing, thus citizen science can be
cataloged and compared with more traditional Hg data sources.
The use of common terms and controlled vocabularies by researchers and stakeholders will assist in identifying data gaps, results of specific regulations, and potential areas of concern that warrant further data collection and analysis
to inform decision making.
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